EPAct Award Winner – SMSgt Rex A. Curry

SMSgt Rex A. Curry serves as the Air Force focal point for all policy, doctrine and guidance relating to the maintenance of the Unites States Air Force’s diverse, 82,000 plus vehicle fleet, valued in excess of $2.1 billion.  SMSgt Curry also develops and coordinates Air Force policy and training for the 7,000 military and civilian personnel in the Air Force vehicle maintenance career field, and advises senior Air Force leadership on vehicle issues.  Within this capacity, SMSgt Curry has been a staunch supporter of alternative fuels and fuel conservation, and has been a singular driving force in bringing the Air Force’s alternative fuel program to where it’s at today.

Since his arrival, the Air Force’s ailing alternative fuel program has been on a road to success.  Acquisition mandates have improved from 23 percent for fiscal year 1999, to an all time high of 61 percent in fiscal year 2002, with a firm projection of exceeding the acquisition mandate in fiscal year 2003.  Additionally, the Air Force achieved a 6 percent decrease in overall petroleum use in fiscal year 2002.

SMSgt worked with GSA and was able to modify Budget Office Activity Codes to specifically identify Air Force vehicles to major command units of assignment, and for fiscal year 2002 FAST reporting used these modifications to allow the Air Force major commands to provide the critical data needed for FSAT reporting.  The results have been  increased visibility, ownership of the program at the appropriate level and an increased awareness of actions necessary to meet EPAct and EO 13149 mandates and goals.

Program improvements attributed to SMSgt Curry include:  

· Jumpstarted Air Force use of biodiesel fuel;

· Led effort to establish ethanol-refueling infrastructure at Air Force installations;

· Brokered Daimler-Chrysler GEM gift of 113 low-speed vehicles to the Air Force; and

· Participated as the Air Force’s key member on a Department of Defense working group that authored and published a first-ever Department of Defense compliance strategy.  This document provides EPAct and EO 13149 program direction and policy guidance for all Department of Defense agencies.

Ergo, SMSgT REX A. CURRY our 2003 winner! 

